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he whole’ Route - Ar "saga has made one. thing 
i ully, clear: that when. left to. its own devices 
“the. state. and national government care very little 
Şabont.. the: ‘fate of Wasatch County. "This . has been" 

ven time . after time, . and last.. “Tuesday's. Central” 
Conservancy: “meeting | was, Şust:::a variation ‘on: Ål. 

theme. In: fact, : ‘it. left. US SO; ; disgusted;. 
R > while: we.” ‘considered’ advocating : that: $ 
ite County, secede: ‘from. the Union: :5-- N 
i en | this ©: meeting, :: Wasatch; "County", “Com 
(missio) ers’ hoped to deliver convincing arguments. 
on the: need for. a 50 mph road. ‘connecting Kamas 
“and. Heber. City, but instead found itself | on the 
“recelving:- a of two "bombshells," ; 

Carpenter, chief of the Bureau of 
iRbelsmatlon, Provo Office; announced that the 
contract to complete -U.S. 40 includes . construct- 
“ing . Route. C. . This. announcement . basically 
precludes. the; possibility. of : Wasatch County. 
, getting .. any ‘concessions: for. Route `A. Then. to add 
insult... to ‘injur ‘Carpenter stated that the $12 
“million * saved. uring the first phase of U.S. 40 
“relocation : could not be used for upgrading: Route 
“A, but would. be diverted to building a tunnel . to 
“move -water from. 5707037, 57500: to the 
Wasatch.) Front... SEE GE 
{eos Carpenter. —— Ngvwided “the” PT 
‘fallout: from . these :"bombshells" .:: by., passing.. the 
- buck “to, “the: Utah “Department. df. ‘Transportation, 
‘saying: ‘that: the. BOR had no: control. over. what . type. 
sof.: road will be: built. : 

: -Route - A,- connecting. Heber | “City” and Kamas’ 

‘is, ‘the most. . critical : project | facing : the . Heber. 
“Valley. “business community. It : “has-been estimated 
“that retail: merchants will lose 15-20 percent of 
zits.. ‘business .1f--the :road ¿is built ..to* only -35: mph: 
“standards: Any? “potential”. benefits: from: Tordanelle: 
“will be. kəz by” this: Toss af we don't “get. the: road: 
twe need.” 


oule A - = south of ardene fle 
ts kamas vipper 


Provo (vær 


At * press ..time the. commissioners, : will `; Be 
g. with UDOT. It is, our ` hope: that.: 

‘commitment - will : be .made.. to support a 50 əh 
“road and” .to- ‘begin "it immediately, by . either 
“diverting the” “savings ` from. : the original U.S: ~ 40 
sestimate; . or”: "by. “recognizing ` ‘that Route A replaces’ 
‘Highway. : “189. “not "Route C—which makes it 
{unnecessary y to”: ‘-spend . an entire , $23 million on 
“Route::: iC; AB, “proposed super highway that . has 
importance... But looking at past 
3 by this. agency it causes us to. be 
iskeptical, - . 
80.0. The “next. step for. the commissioners will in 
“a” “meeting with Governor Norm Bangerter. Now is: 
ithe. time: for residents and businessmen alike to. 

-pressure UDOT and the. governor for the county's 
Route A. If you are a person “that * writes only one 
letter. a year, or makes only “one political phone $. 
‘call a year. this is the issue deserving of your. 

“time... You . can write the governor's office at 210 
State Capitol Building, SLC, Utah, 84114, or UDOT 
SCommissioner Wayne Winters, or Gene Findlay at 
"4801 South, 2700 West, SLC, Utah, 84119. 
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BOR engineers selected | 
a damsite that looked © 
favorable decades ago 


Bureau of Reclamation field engi- 


neers working on the Central Utah | 


Project examined a narrow spot in 
the valley along the Provo River 
several decades ago that, on the sur- 
face, looked like a good spot to build 
a dam. 


Located six miles north of Heber, 


the damsite is very near a small set- 
tlement called Jordanelle. The name 
stuck. Jordanelle Dam is now: the 


major proposed feature of the CUP”s” 


biggest element — 
Unit. 

The exact location for the dam 
and the material that would be used 
to build it remain an uncertainty 


the Bonneville 


nearly 25 years later even though ex- . 


cavation is scheduled to begin next 
spring. 

During the past year, the Önə 
moved the center line of the dam 200 
feet upstream. The change means 
the crest of the dam will be 3,100 feet 
long, 300 feet longer than the original 


proposal, and the outlet works are’ 
being shifted from the west to the | 


east abutment to avoid a potential 
slide area. 


The west end of the dam, accord: 
ing to the current plan, will meet the 


side of the canyon just north of a . 


rock outcropping bearing a painted 
American flag, a familiar landmark. 
The dam will extend northeast 
across the highway and valley floor 
before reaching the east abutment. 


A change in the outlet works 


means the spillway and outlet tun- - 


nels will be about 1,000 to 1,200 feet 
longer than the 2,400 to 2,500-foot- 
long tunnels previously planned. Be- 


cause of that, a man-made channel. 


will be added to carry water re- 
leased through the dam back to the 
Provo River. 


Big money has been involved from 
the very beginning, but a total price 


tag for the project is hard to calcu- - 


late. Years of preliminary drafting, 
drilling and decision-making have 

preesded the awarding of a pə 
construction contract. - 


Contract costs are'estimated at | 
$69 million to relocate U.S. 40, $23. 


- million to relocate U.S. 189, $7. mil. 


lion to build a new Wasatch County. | 
road, $38 million for land acquisi- | 
tions, and $173 million for the dam 
structure. ` 


Moving utility lines and an electri- . 
cal substation, administrative over-. 
head and other non-contract costs 
bring the total price tag to də 


“million. 


Two dam ‘construction options: 
seem the most likely, said Mike 
Thomas, BOR’s: regional engineer. 
Thomas’ preference is a standard. 


embankment dam made mostly of - 


materials that can be scooped out of 
the reservoir basin. 


The best alternative would also be. 
an embankment dam that has a sec- - 
tion made of high-tech roller com- 
pacted concrete. The concrete sec- 
tion would eliminate the need for an 
outlet tunnel cut rough the moun- 
tain side. 


A panel of four consulting engi: 
neers hired by.the bureau, recom- 
mended using the roller compacted 
concrete design because it eliminat- 
ed the need for a tunnel. The final 
selection will be made by the BOR's 


dam designers in Denver. 


Critics of the Jordanelle project 
cite the recent dam alignment. 
change as evidence that the bureau | 
does not know the depth of the bed- 
rock below the valley floor. 


The BOR acknowledges the geolo- 


gy at Jordanelle is unusually. com-. 


plex, and for this reason has drilled 
more than 140 test holes - — - many 
more than usual. oe 


Leon Hansen, a' düm geolo-, 


_ gist who has spent t the better part of! 


his career working’ with Park City, 
mining interests, "scoffs when the 
BOR Jaime safe embankments have 
been constructed: upon foundations’. 
where the depth of the bedrock was: 
unknown. “I do begin to wonder. Why - 
then have we been’ drilling at Jor-' 
də “ə for 24 years?” he said. 
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